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FOREWORD 


The study of beef finishing on farm feealots was conducted by 
the Economics Branch, Canada Department of Agriculture in 1963. The 
objective was to supply detailed information on farm costs, output 
and management practices for this important sector of Alberta's 
agricultural economy. 

The authors gratefully acknowledge the co-operation of the 
Livestock Branch and the Extension Branch of the Alberta Department 
of Agriculture, as well as feed suppliers and feeder associations 
in the province. Farm feodlot operators generously provided the 
basic information on their beef feeding enterprise. Robert Danger 
and Blanche Olson did the clerical and stenographic work. 
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SUMMARY 

Output, Costs and Returns 

The average daily rate of gain per head for all feedlots in the study 
was 1.79 pounds. Gains were consistently higher on the medium and large size 
feedlots. 

The price margin averaged 40.36 per 100 pounds of gain for the whole 
sample. In only three years out of a recent twenty-year period has the diff¬ 
erence between Good feeder steers bought in November at the Calgary stockyards 
been lower by not more than this amount, than Choice slaughter steer3 sold 
the following May. 

The average cost of all feed and straw used was $19.77 per 100 pounds of 
gain. Although rations varied considerably between regions, feed costs were 
quite similar in the West-Central and Southern areas but somewhat higher in 
the East-Central area. Small and medium size feeders had nearly the same feed 
costs while large operators had approximately a $2.00 per cwt. advantage over 
the other two groups. Of all costs, feed costs varied the least from one feed- 
lot to the next; the coefficient of variation was 25 per cent. 

The price of feed did not vary significantly with size of operation. 

Direct expenses other than feed averaged $3.90 per 100 pounds of gain. 
Building and machinery expense was t‘3.40 on the same basis. Both of these 
expense categories decreased significantly as size of operation increased. 

Labor requirements were similar for all three regions but decreased 
markedly as the size of operation increased. 


There were a few feedlot operators who fed calves only and a few feeding 
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long yearlings only. These two groups show that it is significantly loss 
costly to put a fow hundred pounds of gain on calves as couparod to long 
yearlings. The total cost of feod for these operations was £15.17 and 
$20.12 respectively. 

Production Practices 

The farm feedlot operators in the study purchased ap roximately one- 
half of the feeder animals directly from the rancher or farmer and one-half 
were bought through commission firms. More than h0 per cent of sales were 
made direct to packing plants. Large feedlot operators tended to buy feeder 
cattle throughout the year while small operators purchased feeders mainly in 
the fall. The large feedlot operators sold a relatively constant number of 
finished cattle each month as compared to the small operators. 

Less than ton per cent of the roughage used was purchased by the operators 
but noarly 40 per cent of the grain fed was purchased. 

The average feeding experience of operators was 14 years. Years of feed¬ 
ing experience increased with size of operation. 

In conclusion, it should be emphasized that this is an enterprise study 
and for only one twelve-month period. The study does not show the total effect 
of the beef feeding enterprise on the net returns to the whole farm business. 

A portion of the joint costs of the whole farm business were allocated to the 
beef feeding enterprise. The twelve-month record year happened to be a period 
when the price margin was relatively low and this affected profits of the beef 
feeding enterprise to a significant extent. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The production of beef is a basic part of Alberta 's farm economy; the 
province provides one-quarter of the total for Canada. In the post-war 
period Alberta has increased its share of total Canadian production from 
twenty to twenty-five per cent. Ninety to ninety-five per cent of the 
province's beef output is in the form of slaughter animals. 

The beef production prowess can be considered as being divided into 
two distinct phases: (a) the production of a feeder; and (b) fattening or 
finishing the feeder for slaughter. Three major cattle producing farm-types 
can be distinguished in Alberta with respect to these two phases of production: 

(a) cattle ranching units which are concerned mainly with producing feeders; 

(b) feedlot finishing units, both farm and commercial, which are concerned 
only with fatterning cattle for slaughter; and (c) mixed farm production, 
that is, farms on which both phases of production are carried out. 

Cattle ranching takes place mainly in the foothills region of south¬ 
western Alberta a d in the shortgrass region of southeastern Alberta. Feeder 
cattle produced in these regions move inward to the central portion of southern 
Alberta for fattening on farms in irrigation districts and in wheat producing 
areas. A portion of the feeders produced in southern Alberta are exported to 
eastern Canada and to the United States. Cattle ranching is also carried out 
to a lesser extent in the Peace River District and in the fringe of settlement 
in the northern part of the province. Feeder cattle move out of all these areas 
for fattening on foedlots in the parkland region of central Alberta. 

This publication reports on a study of farm feedlots finishing beef cattle. 
It is an enterprise cost«of»production study and it presents current detailed 
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information on both the physical inputs and outputs and dollar costs and 
returns for different sizes of operations in several areas of the province. 

The procedure followed was to compile a partial list of farm feedlot 
operators (about 1,500) from information supplied from many sources. This 
list revealed that the feeding of purchased cattle was concentrated in certain 
districts. Three districts were selected as survey areas and these are shown 
in Figure 1. Feedlot operators who purchased at least seventy-five per cent 
of the cattle on feed during the 1962-63 record year were ranked by size. 
Operators feeding less than twenty-five head and more than eight hundred head 
were excluded and the remainder divided equally into three size groups. These 
size groups were* (a) 25 to 80 head; (b) 81 to 180 head; and (c) 181 to 800 
head. A sample of ten feedlot operators was selected on a random basis from 
each of the three size groups in each of the three survey areas. Interviews 
were conducted during the summer of 1963 and information obtained on the feed- 
lot business for the twelve-month period, July 1, 1962 to July 1, 1963. 

Detailed information in this report is presented for each area and each 
size group under five main headings as follows: 

(1) Cattle numbers and weights; 

(2) Costs and returns; 

(3) Capital and labor returns; 

(4) Management practices; and 

(5) Average prices. 

Notes on interpretation of the tabular data are appended. The input- 
output data are presented so that current prices can be substituted and applied 
to the physical data and new costs and returns calculated. 
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NOTE'S ON TABLES 

The following are notes on interpretation of tabular information in 
Tables 1 to 30. The paragraph numbers of the notes are references to 
corresponding line numbers in the tables. 

Cattle Numbers and Weights (Tables 1, 6, 11, 16. 21 and 26) 

The averages in these tables are group averages; each animal in the 
whole group carries equal weight. 

1. This figure includes all cattle which were on feed at the beginning 
of the record year plus all additions to the feedlot during the next twelve 
months. 

2. The length of time which "opening inventory" cattle and "closing 
inventory" cattle were fed within the record year (July, 1962 to July, 1%3) 
are included in this figure. Generally, the larger the opening and closing 
inventories are, relative to sales, the smaller will be this figure compared 
with the average length of the full feeding period. 

3. This is the average number of head lost per feedlot. 

4. The average purchase weight is arrived at by dividing the total 
weight of purchases in the group by the total number purchased. Low average 
purchase weights in a particular group can be due to a larger percentage of 
calves among the feeder cattle purchased. 

5. The average sale weight is the total weight of sales for the group 
divided by the total number sold. 

6. This figure is the difference between average sale weight and average 
purchase weight. 

7. Included in this figure are the weights of cattle at purchase or 
entry to the feedlot and the weight of opening inventory cattle. 
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8. This is the average weight of cattlo sold during tho year and those 
in the closing inventory. 

9. The difference between the average outgoing weight (line 8) and the 
average incoming weight (line 7). 

10. This figure is the difference between average incoming weight and 
average outgoing woight of all cattle produced per feedlot during the record 
year. 

11. The average gain per head per day is calculated by dividing the not 
production of beef (line 10) by the number of incoming cattle and the average 
length of time which they remained on feod. 

C osts and Returns (Tables 2 , 7. 12 , 17. 22 and 27) 

In this and the following tables the average figures from each feedlot 
carry equal weight in the group averages. 

Feed and Bedding Used 

1. Included in this item are wheat, oats, barley, beet pulp, and screen¬ 
ings. Supplements are not included here except in a few cases where they 
could not be separated. 

4. Ensilage weights have been converted to a dry feed basis to facilitate 
comparison with other roughages. 

5. Straw used for feed is the main item here with other roughages such 
as pea vines and beet tops also included. 

6. Protein supplements, mineral supplements, salt, Vitamin A, stilbestrol, 
and antibiotics are included in this item. In a few cases if a prepared feed 
was fed, it was included with the grain and other concentrates. 

7. The pasture cost is based on the operator's estimate of his pasture 
value per Animal-Unit-Month and the number of Animal-Unit-Months of pasture used. 
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8. The total of linos 1 to 7 provides the total feeds fed. 

9. Since it was not always possible to obtain a precise breakdown 
between straw which was used for feed rnd straw which was used for bedding, 
this figure is based on a number of estimates of the breakdown. 

Prices and heturns 

11. This is the price at the point of purchase and the opening inventory 
valuation. There are no buying costs included in this figure. 

12. This price is the average gross selling price or the price at which 
the sale takes place before any selling costs are deducted, and the closing 
inventory valuation. In both this value and the previous values the inventory 
values wore determined by deducting selling costs from the estimated market 
value of partly finished animals. 

13. The price margin in this case is the average outgoing price (line 12) 
minus the average incoming price (line 11). 

14. Gwt. of gross output multiplied by the price margin, then divided by 
cwt. of net beef produced. 

15. The average value of beef production is the value of the weight gain 
(tho value increase from feeding) divided by the weight increase from feeding. 

16. The average return over feed cost is the value of beef production 
(line 15) minus the value of feed and bedding used (line 10). 

17. and 1C. Included in this item are yardage, commission, transit 
insurance, hired trucking costs, and miscellaneous fees. 

19. The wage expense is based on the operator's estimate of the percentage 
of his total hired labor expense which was devoted to the feedlot enterprise. 

20. Only those loans for which the cattle were offered as security are 
included in this item. 

21. Included are cattle sprays, vaccines, medicines, veterinary fees, 
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insurance, custom grinding and mixing, other custom work, and a portion of 
the telephone and electric power expense. 

22. This is the total of buying costs, selling costs, wages, interest, 
and other miscellaneous expenses (lines 17 to 21). These are largely the 
variable costs. 

23. The building and improvement expense is the operator's estimate of 
the feedlot share of the repair and depreciation expense of buildings, 
corrals, and other improvements which were used in this enterprise. 

24. The machinery and equipment expense is the operator's estimate of 
the feedlot portion of the repair and depreciation expenses on machinery 
and equipment which was used in this enterprise. Cropping machinery was 
not included. 

25. The total building and machinery expenses (lines 23 and 24) are costs 
which are largely fixed. Interest on investment is not included as an 
expense in these items. 

26. Total non-feed expenses include all expenses except feed and bedding 
(lines 22 and 25). 

27. Total expenses (line 10 plus 26). 

28. This figure is the value of manure which was applied to the land 
during the record year. Piled manure was given no credit. 

29. The return to the operator's labor and capital is the value of net 
beef production plus the value of manure used minus total expenses (lines 15 
plus 28 minus 27). 

Capital and Labor Returns (Tables 3. 8. 13. 18, 23 and 28) 

1. The present value of buildings ana improvements used by the feedlot 
enterprise wag calculated by multiplying the current replacement cost by the 
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estimated remaining useful life of the buildings and dividing by the total 
useful life (age plus remaining useful life.) 

2. This is the feedlot portion of the present value of machinery and 
equipment used in the feedlot. The basis for the breakdown between feedlot 
and other farm use is the same as that used in determining the machinery 
expense (line 24> Costs and Returns). 

3. The capital in feeder cattle as shown here is the incoming value 
of the cattle multiplied by the average number of days the cattle were on 
feed and divided by 365. This provides a figure in dollar-years. 

4. The feeder cattle loans figure is the amount of money borrowed 
specifically to feed cattle multiplied by the fraction of the year for which 
it was outstanding. This figure is also in dollar-years. 

5. The operator's capital in feeder cattle is simply the incoming 
value of the cattle minus feeder cattle loans (line 3 minus line 4). 

6. The operator 's capital in the feeder enterprise is arrived at by 
summing his capital in buildings, machinery, and net capital in feeder cattle. 
Loans against machinery or buildings have been ignored. Also the capital 
required for feed has been excluded. 

7. This is the total capital in the feeder enterprise (line 6 above) 
times six per cent. Six per cent was used because it is the usual bank rate 
on secured loans. 

8. The return to labor and capital (line 29, Costs and Returns) minus 
the return to operator's capital (line 7 above) provides the return to the 
operator's labor and management. 

9. All labor used in the feedlot enterprise is included here, that is, 
hired, family and operator's labor. 
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10. All labor was valued at $1.00 per hour. This approximates the 
average feedlot wage as well as the average farm wage in the province as a 
whole. 

11. The wage expense (line 19, Costs and Returns) is deducted from the 
value of the total labor input (line 10, above) to provide the value of the 
operator's labor. 

12. The value of the operator's labor (line 11, above) is subtracted 
from the return to the operator's labor and management (line 8, above) to give 
this return to management. 

13. This figure i3 the percentage of the operator's actual working time 
which was spent in connection with the feedlot. It is not the percentage of 
available working time spent there although the two may not vary widely. 

14. The total farm capital figure is all farm assets minus all farm 
liabilities. 

Management Practices (Tables 4. 9. 14. 19. 24 and 29) 

Cattle Purchases 

1. This is the percentage of feeder cattle in the group which were 
purchased directly or indirectly from a farmer or rancher. An example of an 
indirect purchase would be one made through a local auction market. Cattle 
purchased from another feedlot are also shown here. 

2. Included in this item are all purchases from cattle drovers and 
dealers. 

3. This is the percentage of feeder cattle for the group as a whole 
which were purchased through livestock commission firms. 

Cattle Sales 

4. Cattle shipped directly to a packing plant as a percentage of total 
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salos for the group is shown by this figure. 

5. This is the percentage of sales which go through public auction on 
the feeder's own account. 

6. Those sales through a commission firm may or may not go through the 
public auction. 

7. Included here are feeders who have contractual arrangements for 
buying, selling or feeding. Most contracts are with ranchers, commission 
firms, and packing houses. 

8. and 9. These are the percentages of feeders who reported using these 
items at some time during the record year. It is quite possible that some 
operators who were using prepared feed containing Vitamin A did not realize 
that it was being fed and therefore did not mention it. 

10. The total capacity was converted to the number of yearling cattle 
which the feedlot would handle at any one time. The capacity per year would 
depend also upon the rate of turnover. 

12. and 13. The percentage of grain and the percentage of hay and straw 
purchased are averages for the group as a whole. 

14. to 18. The percentage breakdown of concentrates is by weight for 
the group as a whole. 

Average Prices (Tables 5. 10. 15. 20. 25 and 30) 

All prices are simple averages of each operator 's average value or 
price. It will be noted that legume hay is valued lower than non-legume hay 
in the East-Central area. This is because only a small number of operators 
fed legume hay in this area and it happened to be of poor quality. 

Wages per month do not include the value of room and board or the value 
of housing provided for hired labor. 
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The value of manure is based largely on the feeder 'a estimate of its 
value after being spread. The cost of spreading it is deducted as a feedlot 
expense, through machinery expense or custom work expense. 

Figure 1 outlines the survey areas of this study. Figures 2 to 7 show 
the breakdown of incoming cattle between opening inventory and purchases by 
months and the breakdown of outgoing cattle between closing inventory and 
sales by months. The black line for ar*y month indicates the purchases for 
that period while the grey line indicates sales. For any month the difference 
between the two represents the amount of increase or decrease in inventory 
which occurred during that month. It is possible from these graphs to see 
how inventories as well as purchases and sales varied throughout the record 
year. It will be noted that in nearly all groups closing inventories were 
larger than opening inventories. A comparison of Figure 7 with Figure 8 
will show that the smaller marketings of the first half of the record year 
are associated with the highest prices of the year while the larger market¬ 
ings of the second half of the year are during a period of lower prices. A 
further comparison will reveal that most of the feeder cattle were purchased 
during months when feeder cattle prices were high relative to the average for 
the record year. 



Table 1.- Cattle Numbers and Weights by Size of Feedlot, East Central Area, Alberta, 1962-63 
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Table 2.- Costs and Returns by Size of Feedlot, East Central Area, 
Alberta, 1962-63 


s SMALL : LEDIUM : LARGE 

spounds 
sper lb. 

: gain 

{dollars : pounds : 
:per cwt. : per lb.: 

: gain : gain : 

dollars s pounds : 
per cwt.: per lb.: 
gain : gain : 

dollars 
per cwt 
gain . 

Feed and Bedding Used 

1. Grain and other 

concentrates 8.22 

15.19 9.50 

18 .14 6.33 

11.99 

2. Legume or mixed legume 

hay 0.49 

0.47 

0.47 

0.45 

3. Other hay 0.43 

0.32 0.37 

0.28 0.58 

0.44 

4. Ensilage (dry basis) 

5 . Straw for feed and other 

roughages 1.26 

0 . 53 . 0.82 

0.43 2.61 

1.30 

6 . Other feed supplements 

and additives 0.44 

2.48 0.34 

2.54 0.22 

1.64 

7. Pasture 

0.31 

0.43 

0.97 

8 . All feeds fed 

19.29 

21.81 

16.79 

9. Straw for bedding 

1.22 

0.83 

1.00 

10. All feeds fed and bedding 

20.51 

22.64 

17.79 

Prices and Returns ($/cwt.) 

11. Av. price paid for feeders 
inc. opening inventory value 

22.47 

23.20 

23.58 

12. Av. price received inc. 
closing inventory value 

22.00 

23.64 

23.54 

13. Average price margin 

-0.47 

0.44 

-0.04 

14. "Gain" from margin expressed 
as return on net beef 
production 

-1.38 

1.96 

-0.43 

15. Average value of net beef 
production 

21.09 

25.16 

23.15 

16. Average return over feed cost 

0.58 

2.52 

5.36 

Non-Feed Expenses ($/cwt.) 

17. Buying costs inc. trucking 

0.84 

0.95 

0.25 

18. Selling costs inc. trucking 

1.48 

1.33 

0.65 

19. Wages 

0.97 

0.15 

0.53 

20. Interest on loans 

1.28 

1.10 

0.58 

21. Other miscellaneous expenses 

1.22 

0,25 

0.83 

22. Total of above non-feed expenses 

5.79 

4.48 

2.85 

23. Building and improvement expense 

1.49 

0.66 

0.63 

24. Machinery and equipment expense 

3.12 

2,64 

1.67 

25. Total building and machinery 
expense 

4.61 

3.30 

2.30 

26. Total non-feed expenses 

IO .40 

7.78 

5.15 

27. Total expenses 

30.91 

30.42 

22.93 

28. Return from manure 

0.86 

0.55 

0.22 

29. Return to operator's labor and 
capital 

-8.96 

-4.70 

0.43 
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Table 3.- Capital and Labor Returns by Size of Feedlot, East Central Area, 
Alberta, 1962-63 


: SHALL i MEDIUM :_LARGE 


• 

• 

per : dollars: per {dollars 

t per 

dollars 

: feedlot :per cwt 

. :feedlot:per cwt. 

:feedlot 

per cwt 

• 

• 

i/ : gain 


gain 

{ u 

gain 

1. Feedlot portion of capital 
in bldgs. & improvements 

2. Feedlot portion of capital 

982 

2,018 


2,998 


in machinery & equipment 

3. Capital in feeder cattle 

1,594 

4,380 


5,483 


(incoming value) 

4,128 

10,634 


22,659 


4. Feeder cattle loans 

5. Operator's equity in 

4,039 

6,754 


8,958 


feeder cattle 

89 

3,880 


13,701 


6. Operator 's total equity 






in feeder enterprise 

2,320 17.54 

10,279 

23.05 

22,187 

19.25 

7. Interest on operator's . 
equity at 6% 

8. Return to operator's 

139 1.05 

617 

1.38 

1,331 

1.16 

labor and management 

9. Hours labor (incl. hired) 

-10.01 


-6.08 


-0.73 

per cwt. beef produced 

1.97 

2.72 


1.19 


10. Value of labor at |.1.00/hr. 

1.97 


2.72 


1.19 

11. Value of operator's labor 

1.00 


2.57 


0.66 

12. Profit to management 

13. Per cent of operator's 

-11.01 


-8.65 


-1.39 

working year spent on 
feedlot 

10.0 

29.0 


32.0 


14. Operator's total 






farm capital 

54,800 

104,200 


93,000 



1/ Dollars unless otherwise indicated 





Table 4.- Management Practices by Size of Feedlot, East Central Area, 
Alberta, 1962-63 



• 

• 

: 


• 

• 



: SMALL 

: 

MEDIUM 

: 

IARGE 


• 

• 

t 


t 



Cattle Purchases : 

1. Per cent from farmer or 


rancher 

11.0 

28.0 

62.7 

2. Per cent from dealer 

18.0 

1.0 

5.5 

3. Per cent through commission 
firm 

71.0 

71.0 

31.8 

Cattle Saless 

4. Per cent direct to packer 

87.8 

86.5 

75.0 

5. Per cent through public 
auction 

0.2 

0.2 

17.5 

6. Per cent through commission 
firm 

12.0 

13.3 

7.5 

7. Per cent of feeders with 
purchase or sales contract 

30.0 

33.0 

11.0 

8. Per cent of feeders using 
supplemental Vitamin A 

50.0 

89.0 

67.0 

9. Per cent of feeders using 
Stilbestrol 

20.0 

22.0 

22.0 

10. Average capacity of feedlot 
(yearlings) 

93 

220 

292 

11. Average years of feeding 
experience 

9.2 

8.8 

12.6 

12. Per cent of grain purchased 

16.4 

16.6 

23.0 

13. Per cent of hay and straw 
purchased 

23.0 


7.2 

Composition of Concentrates Fed 
(Per Cent): 

14. Barley 

46.5 

59.3 

52.3 

15. Oats 

21.9 

15.4 

21.6 

16. Wheat 

31.6 

25.1 

23.4 

17. Beet Pulp 

18. Other 


0.2 

1.6 




Table 5.- Average Prices by Size of Feedlot, East Central Area, Alberta, 1962-63 
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Figure 2.- SALES, PURCHASES, A,ID IWEilToRIES AS A 

PEROE ITAGE OF Ili(X)l.iLJG AND OUTGOING CA'iTLE 


EAST CENTRAL A UFA 


Purchases and home raised 
Sales 



'•>• Jul. Aug. Sept. Oct 



Open. Jul. Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jai 



_S__ 

Mar. Apr. may J 



-- k_^_ J _fc H_■__I 

A'* Jul. Aug, Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jen. Feb. 



Apr. I.la.y Jun. 


LARGE 

Some records were taken from dates in July other than July 1. Therefore, the July 
figure may include sales or purchases from part of July, 1903 and omit those from 
the corresponding period of July, 1962. 





Table 6.- Cattle Numbers and Weights by Size of Feedlot, West Central Area, Alberta, 1962-63 
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Table 7.- Costs and Returns by Size of Fecdlot, West Central Area, 
Alberta, 1962-63 



?eed and Boddinf 


concentrates 

7.71 

13.84 

6.67 

12.76 

7.14 

13.51 

2. Legume or mixed legume 







hay 

2.59 

2.85 

2.34 

2.38 

1.19 

1.00 

3. Other hay 



0.15 

0.07 

0.01 

0.01 

4. Ensilage (dry basis) 





0.73 

0.78 

5. Straw for feed and other 







roughages 

1.24 

0.96 

0.30 

0.21 

1.04 

0.36 

6. Other feed supplements 







and additives 

0.18 

1.68 

0.56 

3.26 

0.18 

1.12 

7. Pasture 


0.82 


1.31 


0.50 

8. All feeds fed 


20.15 


19.98 


17.29 

9. Straw for bedding 


0.39 


0.52 


0.39 

10. All feeds fed and bedding 


20.54 


20.50 


17.68 


Prices and Returns ((i/cwt.) 

11. Av. price paid for feeders 

inc. opening inventory value 21.65 

12. Av. price received inc. 

closing inventory value 23.78 

13. Average price margin 2.14 

14. "Gain" from margin expressed 
as return on net beef 

production 7.26 

15. Average value of net beef 

production 28,91 

16. Average return over feed cost 8.36 

Non-Feed Expenses (1/cwt.) 

17. Buying costs inc. trucking 0.84 

18. Selling costs inc. trucking 1.04 

19. Wages 0.25 

20. Interest on loans 1.15 

21. Other miscellaneous expenses 1.23 

22. Total of above non-feed expenses 4*51 


23. Building and improvement expense 

24. Machinery and equipment expense 

25. Total building and machinery 

expense 


26. Total non-feed expenses 8.82 

27. Total expenses 29.35 

28. Return from manure 0.23 

29. Return to operator 's labor and 

capital -0.21 


22.91 

23.52 

0.61 


25.33 

4.83 


0.49 

0.82 

0.38 

1.12 

0.73 

3.54 


7.01 

27^1 

1.57 

-0.61 


22.99 

23.76 

0.77 


26.61 

8.93 


0.38 
0.47 
0.35 
1.00 
0 .J1 
2.99 

0.56 

1^8 


23.21 
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Table 8.- Capital and Labor Returns by Size of Feadlot, West Central Area, 
Alberta, 1962-63 


:_SMALL_ : MEDIUM s_ LARGE _ 

8 per {dollars : per {dollars : per : dollars 
sfeedlot :per cwt. {feedlot sper cwt. 8 feedlot s per cwt. 
: U : gain : 1 /: gain t _ \ gain 


1. Feedlot portion of capital 
in bldgs. & improvements 

2. Feedlot portion of capital 

922 


1,809 


3,845 


in machinery & equipment 

3. Capital in feeder cattle 

1,872 


3,956 


8,104 


(incoming value) 

4,360 


11,732 


31,378 


4. Feeder cattle loans 

5. Operator’s equity in 

3,237 


7,506 


19,172 


feeder cattle 

6. Operator's total equity 

1,123 


4,226 


12,206 


in feeder enterprise 

3,918 

21.34 

9,992 

22.88 

23,882 

19.82 

7. Interest on operator 's 
equity at 6% 

8. Return to operator 's 

237 

1.22 

600 

1.37 

1,351 

1.15 

labor and management 

9. Hours labor (incl. hired) 


-1.44 


-1.98 


3.38 

per cwt. beef produced 

3.46 


2.00 


1.02 


10. Value of labor at kl.OO/hr. 


3.46 


2.00 


1.02 

11. Value of operator's labor 


3.21 


1.62 


0.67 

12. Profit to management 

13. Per cent of operator’s 


-4.65 


-3.60 


2.71 

working year spent on 
feedlot 

23.0 


32.0 


51.0 


14. Operator's total 







farm capital 

63,300 


69,200 


86,800 



l/ Dollars unless otherwise indicated 
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Table 9.- Management Practices by Size of Feedlot, West Central Area, 
Alberta, 1962-63 


• • • 

: SMALL : MEDIUM : IARGE 

: : _ : _ 


Cattle Purchases : 

1. Per cent from farmer or 


rancher 

40.4 

55.7 

31.0 

2. Per cent from dealer 

3. Per cent through commission 


10.8 

4.0 

firm 

Cattle Sales: 

59.6 

33.5 

65.0 

4. Per cent direct to packer 

5. Per cent through public 

85.9 

76.9 

98.7 

auction 

6. Per cent through commission 

11.6 

12.8 

0.3 

firm 

7. Per cent of feeders with 

2.5 

10.3 


purchase or sales contract 

8. Per cent of feeders using 

30.0 

25.0 

9.0 

supplemental Vitamin A 

9. Per cent of feeders using 

50.0 

50.0 

36.0 

Stilbestrol 

10. Average capacity of feedlot 

40.0 

38.0 

27.0 

([yearlings) 

11. Average years of feeding 

155 

154 

495 

experience 

11.0 

17.9 

20.7 

12. Per cent of grain purchased 

13. Per cent of hay and straw 

8.1 

22.2 

52.5 

purchased 

Composition of Concentrates Fed 
(Per Cent): 

5.9 

5.2 

8.2 

14. Barley 

75.1 

79.6 

80.0 

15. Oats 

12.6 

15.7 

18.0 

16. Wheat 

17. Beet Pulp 

18. Other 

12.3 

4.7 

1.3 

0.7 


Table 10.- Average Prices by Size of Feedlot, West Central Area, Alberta, 1962-63 
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Table 11.- Cattle Numbers and Weights by Size of Feedlot, Southern Area, Alberta, 1962-63 





- 26 - 


w 

o 


-4 

00 O- CO -4 
sO CO CM 

'0 

H 

\Q ^ 

-4 rH CO 

I>- 


c^\ 


\0 

PO 

rH iT» O 

4 

vD 

O 

m 

•v 

o 

rH 

rH 


I 


ro 


O 

O CM O' O' 

O 

ITN 

4 O' CM 
rH sO O 

•s 

1—1 

P\ 

rH 

cr\ 


o 

O' 

C*0 CM O' -4 rH rH 

rH O'f' O' r-i 

O' O' CM CM 

•S 

cm 

-4 


3 

CO 


CH 

CO CM H sO CM 

vO CM r«~N 

rH \0 O' 


4> . O' 
O VO 
rs vO 



O 

OHM 

CM 


4 











+3 








ra 




XI 





TJ 

X3 


® 

© 




opxJ 
iH © 





© 

® 


© 




© O 





a 

© © 


X5 


OT 


3 3 


a 



•H 

cd 00 


o 


© 


X) 


3 

0 


cd 

si cd 


p 


rH 


oo o 


O 

© 

•H 

p» a 

p ® 

rNOfl h 
P P rH © 


3 

o, 

£*$ t? 

n h 

•h d 


u 

A 60 

cd 

o 


© 3 O > 



o 


o 

a 


u 

-p 


X a © © 


<P 

-p 

OH 

p 

O 

/ - N 

XJ 


c 

© 



O 

c 

o 

a 

O B 

• 

M o 


ffl 

rH 

3 © © © 



© 


© 

n ® 

© 

© cd 
Oh 0 

p 

> 

-P 

QHH ra 

-P 

-P 

> 

-p 

> 

•H XI 


XJ 

q 

P 

--- -P © Xl 

si 

q 

si 

a 

rH 

S’ 

•P 

cd 

ra +> +> H 

0D 

W) 

00 

•H 

OT <P 


n 


o 

>» w © © 

•H 

•H 


•H 


m o 


cd *H 

o 

00 


© © O O -P 

© 

2 

00 

2 

aa 

© 

p 

0 

rO 

n 

It'D n X 

> 

3 

q 

3 

a h -p 

OX© 


•H 

> 

'— ra H H 00 



•H 


•H 

XI 

rH 

p 

© 

a 

o 

O O O H 

© 

00 

a 

00 

© 

OO 00 XJ 

Jh O 

rH 

© 

X> 

an © 

W 

q 

© 

c 

O 

C *rl 

© 


P 

Q, a5 

P -t-> -H 5 

A 

iH 

Qjrl i—1 

*H © 

© 

P 

o 


cd si 43 Si 

a 

o 

o 

O 

O 3 

ch 

0 

cd 


C 

<p -P 00 00 ® 

O 

o 


00 


00 


5cS 

O 


S 

Cd *H *H rH 

u 

o 

XJ 

-P T) 

■P -P 

P 


CJ 

•H 

n od © © cd 

3 

a 

a 

3 

S3 

3 © 

© 

cd 


© 

P 

O x) 3 3 CO 

Qh *h 

© 

o 

cd 

O 3 

O, 00 cp 

o 











o 



© 

© © © © 


© 


© 


© © 


© 



&D 

00 0D 00 00 


00 


oo 


oo OO 


oo u 

© 


aJ 

© cd cd cd 


© 


© 


© © 


© © 

X 



p p P P 


p 


P 




P X 

B 


© 

© © © © 


® 


© 


V © 


© g 



> 

> > > > 


> 


> 


> > 


> 3 

25 


< 

*© <! -a! <d 




4 


< < 


<1 <3 

• 


• 

• « • • 


• 


• 


. . 


. . 

rH 


02 

COMIA© 




CO 


O' o 
H 


11 

12 







- 27 - 

Table 12.- Costa and Returns by Size of Feedlot, Southern Area, 
Alberta, 1962-63 


; SMALL : MEDIUM : LARGE _ 

s pounds {dollars : pounds {dollars { pounds i dollars 
: per lb. {per cwt.: per lb.{per cvt.i per lb.: per cwt. 
{ gain { gain { gain { gain { gain t gain 


Feed and Bedding Used 

1. Grain and other 

concentrates 6.66 

2. Legume or mixed legume 

hay 5•39 

3. Other hay 

4. Ensilage (dry basis) 0.33 

5. Straw for feed and other 

roughages 0.02 

6. Other feed supplements 

and additives 0.16 

7. Pasture 

8. All feeds fed 

9. Straw for bedding 


10. All feeds fed and bedding 

Prices and Returns (t/cwt.) 

11. Av. price paid for feeders 
inc. opening inventory value 

12. Av. price received inc. 
closing inventory value 

13. Average price margin 

14. "Gain" from margin expressed 
as return on net beef 

production 

15. Average value of net beef 

production 

16. Average return over feed cost 

Non-Feed Expenses (&/cwt.) 

17. Buying costs inc. trucking 

18. Selling costs inc. trucking 

19. Wages 

20. Interest on loans 

21. Other miscellaneous expenses 

22. Total of above non-feed expenses 

23. Building and improvement expense 

24. Machinery and equipment expense 

25. Total building and machinery 

expense 

26. Total non-feed expenses 

27. Total expenses 

28. Return from manure 

29. Return to operator 's labor and 

capital 


13.60 

7.01 

14.36 

5.77 

11.69 

5.64 

1.97 

1.96 

3.90 

3.72 


0.24 

0.26 



0.15 



0.42 

0.59 

0.01 

0.94 

0.44 

1.36 

1.72 

0.72 

0.02 

0.46 

0.02 

0.71 

0.12 


0.24 


0.39 

20.25 


17.73 


18.81 

1.36 


0.44 


0.63 

a .61 


16.17 


19.44 


22.44 

23.37 

24.63 

22.53 

23.35 

24.10 

0.09 

-0.02 

-0.53 

1.51 

0.07 

-0.44 

23.94 

23.44 

24.19 

2.33 

5.27 

4.76 

0.21 

0.62 

0.50 

1.50 

0.63 

0.53 


0.36 

0.58 

1.43 

1.22 

0.78 

I m2A 

0.70 

0^ 

4.88 

3.53 

2.96 

1.59 

0.67 

0.68 

4*06 

2.03 

1.70 

5.65 

2.70 

2.38 

10.53 

6^ 

5*12 

EM 

a. 40 

24J7 

2.95 

1.38 

0.98 

-5.25 

0.42 

0.40 
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Table 13.- Capital and labor Returns by Size of Feedlot, Southern Area, 
Alberta, 1962-63 


i SMALL : IViEDIUM {_ LARGE 

: per sdollars : per {dollars : per {dollars 
tfeedlot {per cwt. {feedlot {per cvrt. { feedlot {per cwt. 
: : gain { i/: gain { _ 1/ { gain 


1. Feedlot portion of capital 
in bldgs. & improvements 

2. Feedlot portion of capital 

884 


1,504 


3,166 


in machinery & equipment 

3. Capital in feeder cattle 

1,838 


2,982 


4,869 


(incoming value) 

3,305 


10,085 


25,870 


4. Feeder cattle loans 

5. Operator 's equity in 

3,607 


8,504 


12,216 


feeder cattle 

6. Operator's total equity 

-302 


1,581 


13,654 


in feeder enterprise 

2,420 

23.31 

6,068 

14.81 

a, 848 

18.66 

7. Interest on operator 's 
equity at 6 % 

8. Return to operator 's 

145 

1.40 

364 

0.89 

1,325 

1.20 

labor and management 

9. hours labor (incl. hired) 


-6.64 


-0.47 


-0.79 

per cwt. beef produced 

4.88 


1.72 


1.40 


10. Value of labor at fcl.00/hr. 


4.88 


1.72 


1.40 

11. Value of operator 's labor 


4.88 


1.26 


0.82 

12. Profit to management 

13. Per cent of operator's 

“ 

■11.52 


-1.73 


-1.61 

working year spent on 
feedlot 

24.0 


32.0 


32.0 


14. Operator 's total 







farm capital 

85,200 


56,900 


140,900 



1/ Dollars unless otherwise indicated 





Table 14.“ Management Practices by 
Alberta, 1962-63 


: 

_s 

Cattle Purchases : 

1. Per cent from farmer or 
rancher 

2. Per cent from dealer 

3. Per cent through commission 
firm 

Cattle Sales t 

4. Per cent direct to packer 

5. Per cent through public 
auction 

6. Per cent through commission 
firm 

7. Per cent of feeders with 
purchase or sales contract 

8. Per cent of feeders using 
supplemental Vitamin A 

9. Per cent of feeders using 
Stilbestrol 

10. Average capacity of feedlot 
(yearlings) 

11. Average years of feeding 
experience 

12. Per cent of grain purchased 

13. Per cent of hay and straw 
purchased 

Composition of Concentrates Fed 

(Per Centh 

14. Barley 

15. Oats 

16. Wheat 

17. Beet Pulp 

18. Other 


of Feedlot, Southern Area, 


: : 

SI. ALL : MEDIUM : LARGE 


74.9 

59.4 

2.0 

82.4 

25.1 

38.6 

17.6 

78.3 

82.0 

49.7 


0.4 

2.2 

21.7 

17.6 

48.1 

3^.0 

18.0 

13.0 

25.0 

36.0 

25.0 

25.0 

27.0 

13.0 

122 

229 

396 

8.3 

15.4 

18.8 

49.5 

46.8 

52.0 

50.7 

8.9 

6.6 


83.7 87.5 83.4 

10.5 6.8 5.6 

5.3 
0.5 


5.7 


11.0 



Table 15.- Average Prices by Size of Feedlot, Southern Area, Alberta, 1962-63 
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Table 16.- Cattle Numbers and Weights, All Areas by Size of Feedlots, Alberta, 1962-63 
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Table 17.- Costs and Returns, All Areas by Size of Feedlots, Alberta, 1962-63 


s SMALL : 

MEDIUM : 

LARGE 

t pounds {dollars s 

pounds {dollars t 

pounds {dollars 

s per lb.{per cwt.s 

per lb.{per cwt.{ 

per lb.{per cwt. 

i pain j gain : 

gain s gain : 

gain : gain 


Feed and Bedding Used 
1. Grain and other 


• 

concentrates 

7.59 

14.25 

7.71 

15.12 

6.49 

12.50 

2. 

Legume or mixed legume 








hay 

2.64 

2.80 

1.44 

1.45 

1.73 

1.60 

3. 

Other hay 

0.15 

0.12 

0.26 

0.21 

0.19 

0.15 

4. 

Ensilage (dry basis) 

0.11 

0.05 



0.41 

0.48 

5. 

Straw for feed and other 








roughages 

0.90 

0.54 

0.72 

0.37 

1.63 

1.05 

6. 

Other feed supplements 








and additives 

0.27 

1.69 

0.28 

1.93 

0.15 

1.17 

7. 

Pasture 


0.43 


0.61 


0.62 

8. 

All feeds fed 


19.87 


19.68 


17.56 

9. 

Straw for bedding 


0.96 


0.59 


0.66 

10. 

All feeds fed and bedding 


20.83 


20.27 


18.22 


P rices and Returns ($/cwt.) 

11. Av. price paid for feeders 


inc. opening inventory value 

12. Av. price received inc. 

22.17 

23.19 

23.65 

closing inventory value 

22.79 

23.49 

23.79 

13. Average price margin 

14, "Gain" from margin expressed 
as return on net beef 

0.62 

0.31 

0.14 

production 

15. Average value of net beef 

2.54 

1.34 

1.16 

production 

24.70 

24.53 

24.81 

16. Average return over feed cost 

Non-Feed Expenses (&/cwt.) 

3.87 

4.26 

6.59 

17. Buying costs inc. trucking 

0.66 

0.69 

0.37 

18. Selling costs inc. trucking 

1.33 

0.91 

0.57 

19. Wages 

0.43 

0.30 

0.48 

20. Interest on loans 

1.28 

1.16 

0.80 

21. Other miscellaneous expenses 

1.37 

0*72 

0.74 

22. Total of above non-feed expenses 

5.06 

3.84 

2.95 

23. Building and improvement expense 

1.35 

0.72 

0.62 

24. Machinery and equipment expense 

25. Total building and machinery 


2.40 

1.80 

expense 

4.80 

3.11 

2.41 

26. Total non-feed expenses 


6.95 

5.36 

27. Total expenses 


27.24 

2?.,58 

28. Return from manure 

29. Return to operator 's labor and 

1.23 

1.17 

0.80 

capital 

-4.77 

-1.52 

2.03 
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Table 18.- Capital and Labor Returns, All Areas by Size of Feedlots, 
Alborta, 1962-63 


t SHALL : MEDIUM i URGE 



s per {dollars 
{feedlot {per cwt. 
{ y { gain 

{ per {dollars 
{feedlot{per cwt. 
{ 1/ { gain 

{ per {dollars 
{feedlot{per cwt. 
i 1/ { gain 

1. Feedlot portion of capital 
in bldgs. & improvements 

933 

1,756 

3,379 


2. Feedlot portion of capital 
in machinery & equipment 

1,763 

3,710 

6,337 


3. Capital in feeder cattle 
(incoming value) 

3,976 

10,732 

27,002 


4. Feeder cattle loans 

3,630 

7,656 

13,902 


5. Operator's equity in 
feeder cattle 

346 

3,076 

13,100 


6. Operator 's total equity 
in feeder enterprise 

2,919 20.54 

8,542 19.76 

22,756 

19.30 

7. Interest on operator 's 
equity at 6% 

176 1.21 

513 1.19 

1,337 

1.16 

8. Return to operator 's 
labor and management 

-5.99 

-2.71 


0.87 

9. Hours labor (incl. hired) 
per cwt. beef produced 

3.33 

2.12 

1.19 


10. Value of labor at (jil.OO/hr 

3.33 

2.12 


1.19 

11. Value of operator's labor 

2.90 

1.79 


0.71 

12. Profit to management 

-8.89 

-4.50 


0.16 

13. Per cent of operator's 
working year spent on 
feedlot 

19.0 

31.0 

40.0 


14. Operator's total 
farm capital 

66,900 

75,600 

104,900 



l/ Dollars unless otherwise indicated 
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Table 19.” Management Practices, All Areas by Size of Feedlots, 
Alberta, 1962-63 


: 

: 

• 

• 

SMALL 

• 

• 

: MEDIUM 

• 

• 

• 

• 

: LARGE 

• 

• 

Cattle Purchases: 

1. Per cent from farmer or 
rancher 

37.2 

47.4 

51.0 

2. Per cent from dealer 

6.6 

4.2 

3.5 

3. Per cent through commission 
firm 

56.2 

48.4 

45.5 

Cattle Sales: 

4. Per cent direct to packer 

84.5 

81.9 

82.3 

5. Per cent through public 
auction 

4.4 

3.9 

6.1 

6. Per cent through commission 
firm 

11.1 

14.2 

11.6 

7. Per cent of feeders with 
purchase or sales contract 

32.0 

25.0 

11.0 

8. Per cent of feeders using 
supplemental Vitamin A 

43.0 

57.0 

43.0 

9. Per cent of feeders using 
Stilbestrol 

29.0 

29.0 

21.0 

10. Average capacity of feedlot 
(yearlings) 

122 

204 

401 

11. Average years of feeding 
experience 

9.5 

13.9 

17.8 

12. Per cent of grain purchased 

20.6 

28.6 

43.5 

13. Per cent of hay and straw 
purchased 

24.8 

6.6 

7.5 

Composition of Concentrates Fed 
(Per Cent): 

14. Barley 

64.0 

74.1 

72.2 

15. Oats 

17.6 

12.4 

16.3 

16. Wheat 

18.3 

11.2 

7.5 

17. Beet Pulp 

0.1 

2.2 

3.2 

18. Other 


0.1 

0.8 






Table 20.- Average Prices, All Areas by Size of Feedlot, Alberta, 1962-63 
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Figure 5.- SALES, PURCHASES, AND INVENTORIES AS A 

PERCENTAGE OF INCOMING AND OUTGOING CATTLE 
ALL ARE/'S 
(grouped by size) 


Purchases and home raised 




flnv* Aug. Oct. Wov - Lee. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun, ^ 

URGE 

Some records were taken from dates in July other than July 1. Therefore, the July 
figure may include sales or purchases from part of July, 1903 and omit those from 
the corresponding period of July, 1962. 









Table 21.- Cattle Numbers and Weights by Area, Alberta, 1962-63 
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Table 22.- Costa and Returns by Area, Alberta, 1962-63 



EAST 

CENTRAL : 

WEST 

CENTRAL : 

SOUTHERN 


pounds 

{dollars t 

pounds 

{dollars j 

pounds 

{dollars 


per lb 

. {per cwt.s 

per lb 

. {per cwt.s 

per lb. 

{per cwt. 

: 

gain 

: gain : 

gain 

i gain : 

gain 

{ gain 

Feed and Bedding Used 







1. Grain and other 







concentrates 

8.02 

15.11 

7.21 

13.42 

6.54 

13.34 

2. Legume or mixed legume 







hay 

0.32 

0.31 

1.99 

2.02 

3.55 

3.57 

3. Other hay 

0.46 

0.35 

0.05 

0.02 

0.10 

0.11 

4. Ensilage (dry basis) 

5. Straw for feed and other 



0.28 

0.30 

0.23 

0.22 

roughages 

1.55 

0.74 

0.90 

0.53 

0.79 

0.69 

6. Other feed supplements 







and additives 

0.33 

2.23 

0.28 

1.90 

0.07 

0.61 

7. Pasture 


0.56 


0.83 


0.25 

8. All feeds fed 


19.30 


19.02 


18.79 

9- Straw for bedding 


1.02 


0.42 


0.77 

10. All feeds fed and bedding 


20.32 


19.44 


19.56 

Prices ana Returns (&/cwt.) 

11. Av. price paid for feeders 







inc. opening inventory value 


23.06 


22.51 


23.47 

12. Av. price received inc. 







closing inventory value 


23.02 


23.70 


23.33 

13. Average price margin 

14. "Gain" from margin expressed 


-0.04 


1.20 


-0.14 

as return on net beef 







production 


0.01 


4.54 


0.35 

15. Average value of net beef 







production 


23.06 


27.05 


23.81 

16. Average return over feed cost 

2.74 


7.61 


4.25 

Non-Feed Expenses (£/cwt.) 

17. Buying costa inc. trucking 


0.69 


0.57 


0.46 

18. Selling costs inc. trucking 


1.17 


0.76 


0.86 

19. Wages 


0.57 


0.32 


0.32 

20. Interest on loans 


1.00 


1.09 


1.15 

21. Other miscellaneous expenses 


1.01 


0,52 


0.97 

22. Total of above non-feed expenses 

4.41 


3.68 


3.76 

23. Building and improvement expense 

0.95 


0.80 


0.95 

24. machinery and equipment expense 

2*12 


2.61 


2*ii 

25. Total building and machinery 






expense 


3.45 


3.41 


3.48 

26. Total non-feed expenses 


7.86 




7~24 

27. Total expenses 


28.20 


26*i2 


26.80 

28. Return from manure 


0.55 


0.94 


1.73 

29. Return to operator 's labor and 






capital 


-4.57 


1.48 


-1.26 





Table 23.- Capital and Labor Returns by Area, Alberta, 1962-63 


EAST CENTRAL t WEST CENTRAL s_SOUTHERN 



per idollars : per {dollars t 

per {dollars 


feedlot jper cwt.sfeedlotsper cwt.tfeedlot;per cwt. 


1/ : 

gain : 1 /: 

gain : 

WUM 

gain 

1. Feedlot portion of capital 
in bldgs. & improvements 

2. Feedlot portion of capital 

1,963 

2,276 


1,813 


in machinery & equipment 

3. Capital in feeder cattle 

3,740 

4,811 


3,202 


(incoming value) 

12,176 

16,642 


12,753 


4. Feeder cattle loans 

5. Operator's equity in 

6,493 

10,459 


8,153 


feeder cattle 

5,683 

6,183 


4,600 


6. Operator's total equity 






in feeder enterprise 

7. Interest on operator's 
equity at 6% 

11,264 

19.86 13,166 

21.19 

9,662 

18.47 

676 

1.19 760 

1.23 

584 

1.13 

8. Return to operator's 






labor and management 

9. Hours labor (incl. hired) 


-5.76 

0.24 


-2.39 

per cwt. beef produced 

1.96 

2.14 

2.56 


10. Value of labor at tfl.OO/hr. 


1.96 

2.14 


2.56 

11. Value of operator's labor 


1.39 

1.82 


2.20 

12. Profit to management 

13. Per cent of operator's 


-7.15 

-1.58 


-4.59 

working year spent on 
feedlot 

23.0 

36.0 


30.0 


14. Operator's total 






farm capital 

84,000 

73,400 


90,200 



1/ Dollars unless otherwise indicated 
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Table 24.- Management Practices by Area, Alberta, 1962-63 


• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

EAST 

CENTRAL 

• 

• 

WEST 

CENTRAL 

• 

• 

SOUTHERN 

Cattle Purchases: 

1. Per cent from farmer 
or rancher 

44.7 

36.1 

73.7 

2. Per cent from dealer 

5.8 

4.8 

0.7 

3. Per cent through commission 
firm 

49.5 

59.1 

25.6 

Cattle Sales: 

4. Per cent direct to packer 

80.0 

93.4 

66.8 

5. Per cent through public 
auction 

10.2 

4*4 

1.1 

6. Per cent through commission 
firm 

9.8 

2.2 

32.1 

7. Per cent of feeders with 
purchase or sales contract 

25.0 

21.0 

22.0 

8. Per cent of feeders using 
supplemental Vitamin A 

68.0 

45.0 

30.0 

9. Per cent of feeders using 
Stilbestrol 

21.0 

34.0 

22.0 

10. Average capacity of feedlot 
(yearlings) 

198 

288 

264 

11. Average years of feeding 
experience 

10.0 

16.5 

14.3 

12. Per cent of grain purchased 

20.2 

43.0 

49.8 

13. Per cent of hay and straw 
purchased 

9.6 

6.9 

11.6 

Composition of Concentrates Fed 
(Per Cent): 

14. Barley 

53.8 

79.4 

84.2 

15. Oats 

19.6 

20.0 

6.4 

16. Wheat 

25.0 

0.3 

0.5 

17. Beet Pulp 


0.3 

8.9 

18. Other 

1.6 





Table 25 .- Average Prices by Area, Alberta, 1962-63 
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ug. Sept. Oct. Nov. 


an. Feb, Mar. Apr. 


EAST OENTRAL AREA 



—. Jul A up Sept Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun. inv®* 

Inv. 

SOUTHERN AREA 

Some records were taken from dates in July other than July 1. Therefore, the July 

figure may include sales or purchases from part of July, 1%3 and omit those from 
the corresponding period of July, 1962. 




Table 26.- Cattle Weights and Numbers, All Areas, Alberta, 1962-63 
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Table 27.- Costs and Returns, All Areas, Alberta, 1962-63 



:_ 

1 

t 

1 

ALL FEEDLOTS 

pounds : dollars 

per lb. : per cwt, 

gain_:_gain_ 

Feed and Bedding Used 




1. Grain and other 




concentrates 


7.15 

13.96 

2. Legume or mixed legume hay 


1.94 

1.95 

3. Other hay 


0.20 

0.16 

4. Ensilage (dry basis) 


0.17 

0.18 

5. Straw for feed and other roughages 


1.08 

0.64 

6. Other feed supplements and 




additives 


0.23 

1.59 

7. Pasture 



0.55 

8. All feeds fed 



19.04 

9. Straw for bedding 



0.73 

10. All feeds fed and bedding 



19.77 

Prices and Returns (t/cwt.) 




11. Av. price paid for feeders inc. 




opening inventory value 



23.00 

12. Av. price received inc. 




closing inventory value 



23.36 

13. Average price margin 



0.36 

14. "Gain” from margin expressed as 




return on net beef production 



1.68 

15. Average value of net beef 




production 



24.68 

16. Average return over feed cost 



4.91 

Non-Feed Expenses ($/cyt.) 




17. Buying costs inc. trucking 



0.57 

18. Selling costs inc. trucking 



0.93 

19. Wages 



0.40 

20. Interest on loans 



1.08 

21. Other miscellaneous expenses 



0.97 

22. Total of above non-feed expenses 



3.95 

23. Building and improvement expense 



0.89 

24. Machinery and equipment expense 



2^ 

25. Total building and machinery 




expense 



3.44 

26. Total non-feed expenses 




27. Total expenses 



27.17 

28. Return from manure 



1.07 

29. Return to operator 's labor and 




capital 



-1.42 








Table 23.- Capital and Labor Returns, All Areas, Alberta, 1962-63 



: ALL FELD LOTS 

: per : dollars 

: feedlot i per cut. 

: ~Ll : gain 

1. Feedlot portion of capital 
in bldgs. & improvements 

2,023 


2. Feedlot portion of capital 
in machinery and equipment 

3,937 


3. Capital in feeder cattle 
(incoming value) 

19,903 


4. Feeder cattle loans 

14,396 


5. Operator 's equity in 
feeder cattle 

5,507 


6. Operator's total equity 
in feeder enterprise 

11,416 

19.87 

7. Interest on operator 's 
equity at 6$ 

67 5 

1.19 

8. iieturn to operator 's 
labor and management 


-2.61 

9. Hour3 labor (incl. hired) 
per cvt. beef produced 

2.21 


10. Value of labor at (,1.00/hr. 


2.21 

11. Value of oporator 's labor 


1.80 

12. Profit to management 


-4.41 

13. Per cent of operator's 
working year spent on 
feedlot 

30.0 


14. Operator 's total 
farm capital 

82,400 



1/ Dollars unless otherwise indicated. 
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Table 29.“ Management Practices, All Areas, Alberta, 1962-63 



ALL FEEDLOTS 

Cattle Purchases: 

1. Per cent from farmer or 
rancher 

48.6 

2. Per cent from dealer 

4.0 

3. Per cent through commission 
firm 

47.4 

Cattle Sales: 

4. Per cent direct to packer 

82.4 

5. Per cent through public 
auction 

5.3 

6. Per cent through commission 
firm 

12.3 

7. Per cent of feeders with 
purchase or sales contract 

23.0 

8. Per cent of feeders using 
supplemental Vitamin A 

48.0 

9. Per cent of feeders using 
Stilbestrol 

26.0 

10. Average capacity of feedlot 
(yearlings) 

249 

11. Average years of feeding 
experience 

13.7 

12. Per cent of grain purchased 

37.0 

13. Per cent of hay and straw 
purchased 

9.5 

Composition of Concentrates Fed 
(Per Cent): 

14. Barley 

72.0 

15. Oats 

15.3 

16. Wheat 

9.7 

17. Beet Pulp 

2.5 

18. Other 

0.5 




Table 30.- Average Prices, All Areas, Alberta, 1962-63 
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Table 31. ~ Feeding Calves versus Long Yearlings, 

All Areas, 

Alberta, 1962-63 


Calves 

(only) 

: Long 

: Yearlings 

: (only) 

Number of operators 

7 

10 

Average number of animals fed 

per feedlot 

93 

89 

Output per feedlot (cwt. gained) 

379 

245 

Output per animal fed (lbs. gained) 

406 

276 

Incoming weights (lbs./animal) 

467 

715 

Outgoing weights (lbs./animal) 

873 

991 

Incoming price ($/cwt.) 

25.59 

22.47 

Outgoing price (t/cwt.) 

23.42 

23.02 

Price margin (outgoing less 
incoming price) 

- 2.17 

0.55 

Costs per 100 lbs. of gain: 



(1) Total feed 

13.73 

17.85 

(2) Feed and bedding 

14.42 

18.74 

(3) Total expense 

16.68 

26.56 

Return to operator 's labor, 
management and capital 

3.72 

-1.04 


Size distribution (number of animals 



fed by each operator) 

25 

31 


45 

33 


57 

40 


60 

40 


72 

40 


75 

100 


320 

103 

115 

193 

193 


Note: Operators are evenly distributed among the three areas for each of the 


two groups. 








Figure 8.- Monthly Average Prices of Choice cutcher Steers and Good Feeder Steers at Calgary, 
1962 and 1963. 
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MONTHLY AVERAGE PRICES 

Good Feeder Steers at Calgary Sources Livestock Market Review 1962 and 1963 

Choice Butcher Steers At Calgary Markets Information Section, 

Production and Marketing Branch, 
Canada Department of Agriculture. 










